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Executive Summary

Performance Goals and Trends
Washington’s traffic fatality rate of 1.00 
for 2007 is below both the national 
average of 1.37, and the goal established 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (recently revised to 1.35 
for 2009).  Although not reaching the 
short term goal of 0.98 as outlined in 
our states Strategic Highway Safety Plan; 
Target Zero, we are still making significant 
progress toward our vision of zero traffic 
related deaths and serious injuries by 2030.

In 2007 we realized a substantial decrease 
in traffic deaths, as overall fatalities 
dropped more than 10%, from 633 in 
2006, to 568 in 2007, the lowest level 
in over 10 years.  As we approach the 
end of 2008, it appears that Washington 
will experience about thirty fewer traffic 
deaths than in 2007.

 The annual report submitted for 2007 
indicated that, “We are optimistic that 
the steps WTSC and other key traffic 
safety agencies in the state have taken…
will reverse the lack of progress we have 
experienced in recent years.”  It seems 
that the results we anticipated may be 
beginning to occur.  

Aligning our Efforts with Target 
Zero – Investing in high priority 
programs and implementing 
effective countermeasures

Priority One Programs
Impaired driving: Although implementing 
state wide, short term high visibility 
enforcement impaired driving campaigns 
(HVEC) appeared to be effective in the 
1980s and 1990s, we have seen little 
progress in reducing impaired driving 
deaths since 1999. 

We modified our HVEC with the introduction 
of X-52, sustained enforcement of both 
impaired and speeding drivers 52 weeks 
a year.  This more sustained enforcement 
model provides for at least one region of 
the state conducting a HVEC every week.
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Speed: Although Washington State’s 
speeding pilot projects were effective in 
reducing average speeds and speed related 
crashes, they were not very efficient. It 
soon became apparent that the cost of 
taking these small pilot projects statewide 
would be prohibitive. In 2008, we applied 
the same HVEC model for speeding as we 
used for impaired driving. In fact, the HVECs 
for impaired driving and speed will be 
coordinated in such a way that drivers will 
see one or the other almost constantly.

Priority Two Programs 
Traffic Records Systems Improvement: 
Washington continues to invest Section 
408 and other state and federal highway 
safety funds in programs to make our 
traffic records systems more accurate, 
comprehensive and timely. We have 
established a traffic records committee 
that represents all the traffic records 
users and data base owners in the state. 
This group has established a comprehensive 
a Strategic Traffic Records Plan and will 
continue to coordinate state, local and 
tribal efforts to implement the plan. 

The progress in implementing a paperless 
crash and citation reporting system (eTRIP) 
and steps taken to collect injury data from 
EMS reports (WEMSIS) are key components 
of the Strategic Traffic Records Plan.  
The Washington Association of Sheriffs 
and Police Chiefs (WASPC) agreed to host 
services for a Local Law Enforcement 
Agency Coordinator for SECTOR, and studies 
continue in determining cost savings and 
avoidance by law enforcement and the 
courts through the use of this records 
systems program.

Executive Summary

Occupant Protection: Although Washington 
achieved over 96% safety belt use we 
recognized that this was still a day time use 
rate only. Assuming that the night seat belt 
use rate is lower than during the day and 
acknowledging that the night fatality rate 
is four times that we experience in the day, 
some program changes appeared necessary. 
Beginning in the fall of 2007 and continuing 
through 2008, we moved our seat belt 
emphasis patrols, including CIOT, to night 
time hours. This effort is ongoing and 
continues to be a coordinated effort 
between Washington State and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

Traffic Safety Legislation
The only major traffic safety legislation 
that passed in 2008 was a bill that made 
significant changes to our ignition interlock 
law. More details about legislation can be 
found in the legislative section of this report.

WTSC is also working hard to improve traffic 
safety over a broad spectrum of programs 
described further in this document.
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Given that state and national research 
shows that seat belts reduce a motorist’s 
chance of being seriously hurt or dying in 
a collision by 70%, the promotion of seat 
belt use is and has always been a key 
component of Washington’s traffic safety 
promotional efforts. 

Washington State has one of the most 
aggressive and effective seat belt promo-
tional programs in the United States ever 
since the 2002 adoption of the Click It or 
Ticket enforcement and publicity effort, 
and Washington’s primary enforcement 
seat belt law. The Click It or Ticket program 
model calls for extensive publicity aimed 
at letting people know that law enforcement 
will be looking for seat belt law violators, 
followed with grant-funded patrols that 
reinforce the message. 

In addition to promoting seat belt use, the 
Washington Traffic Safety Commission’s 
Occupant Protection Program is aimed 
at motivating parents to buckle up their 
children in the correct child car seat and 
to buckle children into the back seats of 
vehicles where they reduce the chance of 
being injured in a crash by 40%. Trained 
teams of child passenger safety experts 
throughout the state hold safety fairs and 
child car seat check stations where they 
assist parents in correctly buckling in their 
child car seats. Given that there are so many 
makes and models of child car seats and so 
many makes and models of cars, most child 
car seats (about 90%) are incorrectly 
installed. This leads to unnecessary crash 
injuries and deaths of children.

Click It or Ticket
With technical assistance and additional 
federal funds provided by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
the WTSC has been focusing seat belt 
promotional efforts at night where the 
traffic death rate is at least four times 
higher. The project involves two statewide, 
highly visible enforcement mobilizations 
each year — one in late May, and one in 
the fall — with ample law enforcement 
participation and publicity, as well as 
sustained enforcement in between the 
large mobilizations that keeps the project 
operational on a more localized basis. 

Conducting law enforcement seat belt 
patrols at night has its challenges. Seat 
belt law violators are hard to see at night, 
particularly when a seat belt is a dark 
color up against dark colored clothing and 
when a vehicle has darkly tinted windows. 

With assistance from the Washington 
State Patrol and the Kennewick Police 
Department, the WTSC tested various 

Return to Table of Contents
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2011 Expenditures for Federal FY 2008

In FY 2008, the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission (WTSC) was allocated $571,065 
of 2011 funds for child car seat and booster 
seat educational efforts. Of those funds, 
$376,993 was rolled into FY 2009. 

A small amount ($9,876) of the 2011 funds 
were expended by WTSC in FY 08 in efforts 
to develop a pilot project that will build 
on the success of Click It Or Ticket law 
enforcement and publicity efforts, but be 
focused on child passenger safety and 
the enforcement of Washington’s child car 
seat/booster seat law.  Plans for the 
mobilizations that will take place in FY 09 
were put into place with ample stakeholder 
and law enforcement involvement. 
Research protocols which will be used to 
measure the effectiveness of these pilot 
projects were developed and tested and 
educational materials were developed and 
distributed to parents in low use areas of 
Central and Eastern Washington.

WTSC 2011 funds were spent on items that 
included the following: 
•	 Training law enforcement to understand 
	 how to enforce Washington’s child
	 restraint law.
•	 Developing and testing research
	 methods that will be used to measure
	 the effectiveness of the FY 09 2011 law
	 enforcement pilot projects. 
•	 Development and distribution of an
	 educational video for law enforcement
	 will be used in the FY 09 pilot projects. 
•	 Educational materials that were
	 distributed to Spanish and English
	 speaking parents in low child restraint
	 use areas of Central Washington. 
•	 Public relations work to publicize
	 Washington’s child passenger safety law. 

The bulk of the 2011 money ($87,727) was 
spent by the WSSRC.

WSSRC Project Activities 
and Tasks:
Child passenger safety technicians, CPS 
Teams and Safe Kids Coalition members 
checked the safety of a minimum of 3,243 
children’s car seats during this project 
year. At least 849 car seats and boosters 
were provided to low-income families and 
more advocates spent more than 2,195 
hours involved in child passenger safety 
activities during FY 08. 

Working together with Washington’s 
Community Task Forces, Safe Kids Coalitions, 
Harborview Injury Prevention Center, and 
sponsoring organizations such as State 
Farm Insurance. WSSRC supported child 
passenger safety advocates and technicians, 
coordinated activities via telephone, 
email and personally by attending meetings 
and local events. WSSRC purchases and 
distributes child restraints, brainstorms 
and furnishes technical expertise for 
community leaders and develops educational 
materials. WSSRC staff also share what 
they learn at national meetings, provide 
information andinstructions for new 
restraint equipment, troubleshoot 
challenging restraint questions they 
confront in their communities, provide 
the required signoffs of instructor-
observed car seat installations that are 
needed to recertify technicians, and they 
attend community events.

To support Child Passenger Safety Week, 
WSSRC encouraged local participation in 
NHTSA’s National Seat Check Saturday. 
WSSRC provided checkup materials and 
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Project Updates
The State of Washington continues to 
make significant investments in the 
applications and processes that make up 
the traffic records system.  Both federal 
and state funds have contributed to the 
progress of many projects in the state’s 
portfolio.  The 2007 State Legislature 
approved several important funding 
packages to support traffic records 
initiatives during the 2007-2009 Biennium.  
These include:

•	 $662,000 to WSP for 4 FTEs to 
	 administer and support the
	 implementation of eTRIP.
•	 $150,000 to WSDOT to supplement
	 Federal funds in the development of an
	 enhanced collision location tool.

•	 $2.954 million to DIS to expand
	 connection to the JINDEX (central
	 message broker for electronic citations
	 and collision reports – eTRIP) to all 
	 39 Counties.
•	 $654,000 to DIS for technical support
	 of the JINDEX 

Electronic Traffic Information 
Processing (eTRIP) Initiative
April 2008 marked the completion of 
the first full year with the eTRIP system 
in production.  The following numbers 
represent current totals in electronic 
transactions processed through the eTRIP 
system.  
•	 Tickets – 150,000
•	 Collisions –12,000
•	 Dispositions – 100,000

In May 2008, the TRC approved the allocation and expenditure of $527,000 of FFY 2007 Section 408 
funds to 6 different projects within the state’s Traffic Records Projects Portfolio.  Each funded project 
links directly to one or more of the objectives and accompanying strategies contained in Washington’s 
Traffic Records Strategic Plan.  The expenditure plan as represented by the table below, includes 
$25,000 in previous year carry forward from unexpended first-year Section 408 funds.  

$552,000FFY 2008 Total (includes $25,000 in carry forward from FFY 2007)

Priority LevelAmountFFY 2007 (2008 Program Year) Section 408 / Approved Funding Proposal – Final 

eTrip 19.  Add key functionality to JINDEX (DIS)	 $100,000	 1
		

eTrip 20.  Local Law Enforcement Coordination (WASPC)	 $100,000	 2

eTrip 21.  SECTOR enhancements – Routing, PDA ticket, etc. (WSP)	 $150,000	 3

eTrip 15.  Hardware Aquisition & Installation for Troopers (WSP)	 $85,000	 4

29.  Collision Report Query & Location Update for Cities (DOT)	 $50,000	 5

27.  Collision Workflow Improvements (DOL)	 $57,000	  6

TRC Member Travel assistance for Traffic Records Forum 	 $10,000	 7
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Activities to Prohibit Racial Profiling

The state of Washington continues to be 
a leader in the development of traffic stop 
data collection, analysis, and reporting 
on racial profiling. Since July of 1999 
Washington has worked collaboratively 
through the Legislative process and 
with the Washington Sheriffs and Police 
Chiefs Association (WASPC) and the 
International Association of Chiefs of 
Police (IACP) to establish prohibitions 
against biased policing in Washington’s 
law enforcement. This groundbreaking 
effort in Washington State has beneficially 
effected the prohibition of racial profiling 
at the national level.

During the past year the WTSC secured 
grant funding from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
related to the prohibition of racial profiling 
in traffic stops in Washington. Congress 
provided this funding to assist states in 
developing laws and policies which prohibit 
racial profiling when conducting traffic 

stops. This funding also supported the 
state’s ability to collect and analyze traffic 
stop data for biased enforcement and 
report these findings to the public.

This funding under Section 1906 has 
greatly assisted Washington in furthering 
the state’s efforts to prohibit biased 
policing when enforcing the states traffic 
laws. This year’s efforts focused on building 
the states infrastructure and capacity to 
collect more traffic stop data electronically. 
The ability of law enforcement agencies 
to collect traffic stop data continues to 
be the most significant limiting factor 
preventing analysis for biased enforcement. 
This is also true in Washington even after 
nine years of ground breaking work in this 
important area of traffic law enforcement 
and public policy. Therefore Washington 
looked for ways to overcome this limiting 
factor and continue the states leadership 
role in preventing biased policing in traffic 
law enforcement.
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School Zone Safety

In 1996 the Washington State Legislature 
directed the fine for speeding in a school 
zone to be doubled, with the money from 
these fines being deposited into the School 
Zone Safety Account. Expenditures from 
the account may be used only by the 
Washington Traffic Safety Commission 
solely to fund projects in local communities 
to improve school zone safety, pupil 
transportation safety, and student safety 
in school bus loading and unloading areas. 

Over the past five years, over $6 million 
in funding has been given to local 
Washington communities and law 
enforcement agencies through the School 
Zone Safety Account to enhance school 
zone safety and pupil transportation.  In the 
past two years, more than $3,000,000 has 
been spent to provide safety equipment 
to over 350 school zones in Washington. 

In 2007, the WTSC announced the recipients 
of the second round of grants for the 
School Zone Flashing Light Program. 
Local communities, counties, school 
districts, and tribal reservations were 
eligible to participate in this program. 
Grant funds provided the hardware, 
software, and signage, and the grantee 
was responsible for the installation cost of 
the project. The Spokane School District 
received the largest grant of $263,000, 
and completed their installations by 
December 31, 2007. Efforts to provide 
these lighting systems are ongoing, with 

another grant announcement anticipated 
for February 2009.

As part of our efforts to improve school 
zone safety and pupil transportation, the 
WTSC continues to work closely with the 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT), the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI), and Department of Health (DOH) 
to maintain active Safe Routes to School 
plans in all elementary schools. In 2008, 
WTSC continued to be a dedicated 
partner, working with these agencies 
to distribute over $11,000,000 in funds 
through the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
and Safe Routes to School program and 
enhancing the number of children walking 
and biking to school.

The Curriculum Kit and Resource Guide for 
School Zone Safety are available to order 
on WTSC’s Web site for free. This kit 
contains materials and information for 
school zone crossing guard teams and 
student pedestrians. Resources to help 
make school zones safer for everyone 
include a Principal’s Safety Patrol Checklist, 
RCWs, WACs, and tips for parents in 
multiple languages.

The WTSC, in conjunction with AAA of 
Washington, also provided training to over 
160 adults, including principals, school 
administrators, law enforcement officers, 
parents and other volunteers in school safety 
patrols. This training was provided regionally 
and intended to reach as many communities 
throughout the state as possible.

The WTSC continued to provide mini-grants 
for schools to purchase school zone crossing 
guard equipment and other educational 
items as requested.
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Motorcycle Safety

In 2008, the increase in the cost of gasoline 
led to growing numbers of motorcycle riders 
on the state’s roadways. The Washington 
Traffic Safety Commission WTSC attempted 
to address the increasing numbers of 
fatalities among these motorcycle riders 
by implementing two pilot projects based 
around rallies where large numbers of 
riders assemble. In July, the Grays Harbor 
County Sheriff’s Office assembled a team 
of police agencies that monitored the Sun 
N Surf Rally in Ocean Shores. At the end 
of September, the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Office brought together a team composed 
of both local police agencies and the 
sheriffs’ offices of Island, Snohomish, and 
Whatcom Counties to provide enforcement 
during the Oyster Run in Anacortes. 
Because of the presence of high-visibility 
law enforcement during these rallies, there 
were no fatalities directly related to these 
events. A Strategy Group has been convened 
to see if extra enforcement during rallies 
is the best way to prevent rider fatalities 
in the future.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) continued to 
provide dedicated funding for motorcycle 
safety. This funding was given to the 
Department of Licensing (DOL) to 
implement a motorcycle responsibility 
campaign known as “Endorse Your Sport”. 
Media spots were produced that encouraged 
riders to obtain training and a valid motor-
cycle endorsement on their driver licenses.

Unfortunately, these efforts have not been 
entirely successful as the rider fatality rate 
continues to climb to previous high levels. 
Because riding is usually a seasonal activity, 
because all motorcycles may not be 
registered and their riders may not have 
an endorsement, and because it is difficult 
to measure the number of vehicle miles 
traveled by motorcycles, it is hard to 
determine the number of rider fatalities 
using the normal comparison measures 
used for passenger car drivers. The total 
number of motorcycle rider fatalities, 
however, trends upward.
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Corridor Traffic Safety

The Corridor Traffic Safety Program is 
a joint effort between the WTSC, the 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation, and many partner agencies 
including the Washington State Patrol. 
This program works to reduce collisions 
on roadways using low-cost, near-term 
solutions through partnerships with 
engineering, enforcement, education, 
and emergency services. The program is 
locally coordinated in each community, 
and involves interested citizens along with 
businesses and agencies that have a vested 
interest in the safety of their roadways. 

The Corridor Safety Program has been a 
very successful effort, not only in building 
community relationships, but also in terms 
of making roadways safer. In completed 
corridor sections around the state, total 
collisions have been reduced 5%, total 
injuries have been reduced 11%, alcohol-
related collisions have been reduced 15%, 

and fatal/disabling collisions have been 
reduced 34%.

Project activity during FY2008 was 
directed at the following corridor projects:

Current Projects
•	 State Route 27 Corridor
	 This project consists of 20 miles of
	 State Route 27, extending from the city 
	 of Rockford north to Trent Avenue in
	 the city of Spokane Valley. This project
	 kicked-off in May 2008.

•	 US 2 Snohomish/King County
	 This project spans nearly 65 miles from 
	 the town of Snohomish to Stevens Pass 
	 and began in March 2008.

•	 SR 99/Aurora Avenue, Seattle
	 This corridor starts at the north end
	 of the Battery Street Tunnel and
	 extends just over eight miles to North
	 145th Street.
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Police Traffic Services

The Police Traffic Services (PTS) program 
at the WTSC provides traffic enforcement 
training and equipment to the nearly 300 
law enforcement agencies of Washington 
State. In federal fiscal year 2008, the PTS 
program awarded over $2,000,000 to 
state, county and municipal enforcement 
agencies for specialized training in traffic 
safety issues, for equipment for traffic 
enforcement, and for special projects.

The second annual Traffic Safety Leadership 
Conference was held in September in 
Bellevue. This Conference targets mid-level 
law enforcement managers and first-line 
supervisors. The two-day Conference 
featured speakers on legal issues, 
leadership, and police technology. Three 
state legislators, Senator Brandland and 
Representatives Lantz and Goodman, were 
honored at the Conference with Traffic 
Safety Champion Awards from the NHTSA 
for their work on an ignition interlock bill 
that should deter impaired driving. Law 
enforcement personnel that attended the 
Conference were very appreciative of 

both the quality of the speakers and the 
information presented.

PTS also funded a Washington State 
Standard Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) 
assessment in July that gave suggestions 
for improving the consistency of training 
and for developing a refresher course for 
officers that lack recent training.

PTS worked with the Washington 
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 
(WASPC) and the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) to train 
local law enforcement on the process for 
obtaining federal MCSAP grants for 
commercial vehicle enforcement problems 
in their communities. 

PTS continues to serve as mentor for other 
states implementing the TACT (Ticketing 
Aggressive Cars and Trucks) project that 
was piloted by the WTSC in 2005. The 
WTSC helped coordinate and made 
presentations at a TACT Forum held in 
Las Vegas in July.
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Community Traffic Safety Task Forces

Washington’s first DUI/Traffic Safety Task 
Forces began as a pilot project in 1983. 
Washington now has 24 independent and 
successful Task Forces supporting over 
90 % of the state’s population. These 
Task Forces have been identified as one 
of two critical delivery methods for the 
state’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan, 
better known as Target Zero. In 2008, 
following the priorities of Target Zero, 
each Task Force mapped out a work plan 
identifying impaired driving, occupant 
protection, and speeding as their primary 
areas to address traffic safety initiatives 
at the local level. 

Funding for this program is provided by 
state and local agencies and this past 
year a combination of earned media 
support, volunteer efforts, in-kind costs 
and donations identified a 61 to 1 return 
on investment by the Task Forces for 
traffic safety initiatives.

In FY2008, the Task Forces played a critical 
role in implementing Washington State’s 
sustained enforcement plan known as 
X52. The program is designed to conduct 

high visibility/ multi-jurisdictional Speeding 
and DUI enforcement activities at the 
local level. Task Forces combined efforts 
on a regional level, organizing multi-
jurisdictional enforcement patrols and 
obtaining earned media to promote 
their events. Over 100 law enforcement 
agencies participated in X52. 

In fall 2007 and spring 2008, the WTSC 
hosted a Task Force Coordinator’s 
Conference to provide training and 
opportunities for Coordinators to share 
information and traffic safety success 
stories from their communities. 

In 2008 the WTSC added or updated 
individual Task Force Web pages that are 
linked from the WTSC Web site. These Web 
pages provide information to local citizens 
about health and safety fairs, organized 
law enforcement emphasis patrols, child 
car seat information and checkups, and 
local traffic safety partnerships. The Task 
Forces and their Web sites are useful for 
community citizens and groups who need 
traffic safety educational materials and 
other information on a local level. The 
Task Force Coordinators continued to work 
closely with the WTSC to create and 
implement public information materials 
and work on media events. 

This past year, three Community Traffic 
Safety Task Forces in Washington received 
substantial grant awards to support traffic 
safety efforts in their communities:

•	 Tacoma/Pierce County
•	 Yakima County
•	 Chelan-Douglas County
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Tribal Traffic Safety

The WTSC continues to promote traffic safety 
partnerships with the 29 federally recognized 
tribes in Washington.

In accordance with the Centennial Accord, the 
2000 Millennium Agreement, and related 
executive orders, a formal Government to 
Government agreement was established between 
the State of Washington and the tribes of 
Washington State. The purpose of this agreement 
is to enhance traffic safety on tribal lands, 
thereby saving lives and preventing injuries and 
property losses resulting from traffic crashes.

This past year, the WTSC was a significant 
partner with the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) in hosting the 8th 
Tribal –State Transportation Conference. This 
year’s theme was “Safety is Central” and 
attending participants included tribal leadership, 
tribal elders and young people, and state and 
federal employees. Of the 29 tribes in Washington, 
15 tribes were represented and over 135 attendees 
enjoyed the conference.

Three tracks were presented: Transportation, 
Cultural Resources, and Work Force Development. 
Presenters and guest speakers included Tribal 
Leadership, State Legislators, Director Lowell 
Porter from the WTSC, and other state and local 
leaders. Federal re-authorization was a critical 
topic of discussion. A key recommendation from 
the conference is to have continued involvement 
between the tribes and state government to 
ensure key funding support for transportation 
and safety initiatives in Indian Country.

The WTSC continues to facilitate funds for a 
three-year multi-level grant from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) to the Colville Confederate 
Tribe to promote and enforce traffic safety 
initiatives. This grant will allow for the Colvilles 

to become the first tribe in Washington to 
participate in the newly established electronic 
collision reporting system known as eTRIP.

This past year the WTSC initiated X52, a state-
wide sustained DUI and Speed Enforcement 
Project dedicated to reducing serious injury and 
fatal crashes. Many tribes participated in X52 
and plan to continue their involvement in 2009. 

The WTSC continues to support local tribal law 
enforcement through the agency’s annual grant 
process. In FY2008, the Native American Tribal 
Enforcement Officers (NATEO) applied for and 
received $50,000 from the WTSC to purchase 
equipment for eleven tribal police agencies to 
promote traffic safety enforcement. This was the 
second year in a row that the WTSC provided 
grant money to purchase equipment for tribal 
police agencies. 

The Lummi Nation currently has a “Safe Streets” 
project and the WTSC is a partner. The goal is to 
improve walking and biking on the rural roads 
of the reservation and the WTSC is currently 
working to expand support and resources to the 
Yakama Nation for a similar project.

The Pacific Northwest Indian Health Services 
worked closely with the WTSC to obtain bike 
helmets to distribute to four tribes in their efforts 
to promote bike safety, and are currently working 
to obtain car seats to promote child passenger 
safety on individual reservations.

The WTSC Tribal Advisory Board continued to 
meet and act as a strong voice to the WTSC on 
tribal traffic safety issues. The Board’s members 
represent the WSDOT, tribal engineers, law 
enforcement agencies, advocates, and tribal 
elders from throughout Washington State.
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Communications Initiatives

The goal of the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission’s (WTSC) Communications 
Department is to increase public awareness 
about traffic safety issues in conjunction 
with WTSC programs and other efforts. 
See related WTSC programs in this Annual 
Report: Impaired Driving, Speeding and 
Occupant Protection. 

Highway Safety Plan 2008
In addition to supporting traffic safety 
programs the Communications section of 
the Highway Safety Plan stated:

	 Traffic Records/eTRIP earned media,
	 media survey, traffic safety awards
	 program, and support legislative and
	 other stakeholder needs. 

The media survey was completed and a 
process description and outcome are below. 
The traffic safety awards program was 
completed and a description is below. We 
continued to support legislative and other 
stakeholder needs, notably with a video 
on Target Zero, Washington’s Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan (described below).

As the year progressed, the Program 
Manager of Traffic Records re-evaluated 
the need for earned media of eTRIP and 
deemed it unnecessary. Therefore the 
concept was dropped. 

2008 Challenges
Election Year
All Communications contracts include a 
requirement that contractors alert WTSC 
to any problems that might lead to 
dissatisfaction on the part of WTSC or 
partners or might lead to WTSC liability. 
Both of WTSC’s media buy contractors 
warned us that with state and national 
elections 2008 would be quite challenging. 
As radio and TV broadcast stations are 
required to give political advertising top 
priority, we would face challenges for our 
paid spots and extreme difficulty with our 
bonus media. These warnings allowed us, 
in some situations, to adjust the amount 
and type of media that we purchased and 
alter our timing of projects. 
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Contact Information

PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE SAFETY
Lynn Drake, Program Manager
360-725-9886
ldrake@wtsc.wa.gov

CORRIDOR SAFETY
Angie Ward, Program Manager
360-725-9888
award@wtsc.wa.gov

COMMUNITY DUI & TRAFFIC SAFETY 
PROGRAMS
Lynn Drake, Program Manager
360-725-9886
ldrake@wtsc.wa.gov

POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES
Penny Nerup, Program Director
360-725-9890
pnerup@wtsc.wa.gov

TRAFFIC RECORDS COMMITTEE

Chris Madill, State Coordinator
360-725-9884
cmadill@wtsc.wa.gov

COMMUNICATIONS

M.J. Haught, Communications Manager
360-725-9879
mjhaught@wtsc.wa.gov

Mark Medalen, Communications Consultant
360-725-9878
mmedalen@wtsc.wa.gov

TRAFFIC RESEARCH & DATA

Dick Doane, Research Investigator
360-725-9894
ddoane@wtsc.wa.gov

Kristal Rust, Research Analyst 4
360-725-9893
krust@wtsc.wa.gov

FATALITY ANALYSIS REPORTING 
SYSTEM (FARS)

Mimi Nickerson, FARS Analyst
360-725-9892
mnickerson@wtsc.wa.gov

Terry Ponton, FARS Analyst
360-725-9891
tponton@wtsc.wa.gov

 
TRAFFIC SAFETY LEGISLATION

Steve Lind, Deputy Director
360-725-9897
slind@wtsc.wa.gov

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Michelle Shillander, Executive Assistant
360-725-9898
mshillander@wtsc.wa.gov

Kathy Stevens, Office Assistant
360-753-6197                
kstevens@wtsc.wa.gov

Debbie Johnson, Accounting Manager
360-725-9887
djohnson@wtsc.wa.gov
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621 8th Avenue SE, Suite 409
PO Box 40944
Olympia, Washington 98504
Phone: (360) 753-6197
Fax: (360) 586-6489
www.wtsc.wa.gov


